Q -- How should we express our response to this event?

· 1 -- express the grief and pain we are all suffering through at this action - that some reports say that there are 1700 Muslims dead or missing in the WTC; and that this was an act of horror that we are all a victim of.

· 2 -- condemn this act as completely against the teachings of Islam.  Cite the ayaat that talk about murder; the punishment that comes with taking just *one* innocent life. Rasulullah saw was once on an expedition with some young companions; and they snatched some baby birds from the nest of its mother.  The mother bird began to fly around, afraid for it's young, and Rasulullah saw said: "Who terrorized this mother by taking it's children away?  Return these children to their mother!" Can *this* deen, taught by *this* man tolerate the senseless, indiscriminate killing of innocent people?

· 3 -- this is not about Islam vs. Others.  don't be apologetic - we did not do anything wrong! Do NOT try to justify these acts.

· 4 -- emphasize that whoever the perpetrators may be, we want them brought to justice but justice through just ways, with definitive evidence.  Are we not a nation that espouses justice, due process of law, innocence until proven guilty?  We have patriotism of principle, not patriotism of fanaticism.

Speak to people in a way they understand! 

Q -- How do I explain "jihad"?

· First -- it's wrong to translate jihad as "holy war".  To translate it as "holy war" is un-Islamic and un-Arabic, because the term is not found entymologically in Arabic at all

· “Holy war” - if translated into Arabic, would be Harb al-Muqaddisah – a construct *never* found in Qur’an, sunnah, or scholarly works.

· Jihad in Arabic means ‘exertion or struggle against an opposing force/thing’.  This force can come in any form -- be it physical, psychological, emotional, intellectual, etc.  (example - a donkey loaded with burden can be "in jihad" )

· The word "jihad" is used in the Qur'an in at least FIVE different ways, with FIVE different meanings.  

Five different aspects/dimensions/types:

[1] Jihad of the Self (an-nafs)

· The *most* fundamental jihad.

· "The most virtuous of jihad is that done by an individual against him/herself in the way of God." -- Rasulullah saw

· This is jihad to "control the demon/beast/impulses inside of me"; to kill the drive for greed, vengeance, anger, selfishness, desire for power, materialism, etc

· this is the most fundamental because it is a constant jihad.

[2] Jihad of word  

· Another aspect of jihad is speaking the word of truth, justice, righteousness, etc. (commanding what is right, forbidding what is evil)

· "The most virtuous of jihads is speaking the word of truth in the face of an unjust tyrant." - Rasulullah saw

[3]  Jihad with the Qur'an (with it's words)

· "Wa jahidihum beehee jihadan kabeera" : "and perform jihad with it (the Qur'an), the greatest jihad.."

· Share with others the words and lessons of the Qur'an - tawheed, jannah, naar, consequences of actions, virtues, morality, etc..

[4] Jihad with Maal [wealth]

· The Qur'an is abundant with verses on jihad of wealth - a battle against inner greed, giving of wealth in causes of truth, justice, peace

· (Does "holy war" contain these meanings?  Translating jihad as such is unfair.  The Quran and Sunnah teach that there are many manifestations and dimensions of jihad.. but "jihad" by some is now associated with "islamic terrorism" and there is no distinction made between the two.)

· Finally..

[5] The Combative aspect/dimension of Jihad - al-Qitaal

Jihad:

· *Never* initiated for expansionist reasons, to gain territory

· *Never* called for to gain economic resources of other lands

· *Never* called for to force Islam on others; to force people to change their faith

· *Never* to be used against people because they are different

· Jihad *never* called for for any unjust, unfair, oppressive reason-- to the extent that the jumhoor al-ulema [majority of scholars] say:

· "Illatal qitaali al-hiraaba"

· Meaning: the illah [operative cause] behind qitaal [combative aspect of jihad] is al-hiraaba [violent aggression of the other].

· The motive behind al-qitaal is *hostility shown from the other side*; not because they are different or because we hate them.

· There is a procedure of al-Qitaal - the rules of engagement of al-qitaal are precise - as was delineated by Abu Bakr as-Siddiq ra, as taught by Rasulullah saw :

-- Do not kill any non-combatants.  Specified were women (who were usually non-combatants), children, and people found in houses of worship (monks, nuns, religious leaders)

Think about this; if the intent behind al-qitaal was to destroy other religions, wouldn't the religious people be the first ones to be killed?  This shows us that al-qitaal is *not* about religion, about forcing people into Islam -- it shows us that la ikraahaa fid deen [that there is no compulsion in religion].

-- Do not burn crops, destroy fruit bearing trees

-- Do not kill animals except that which you need to eat

-- It is haraam to murder/punish with fire ("Only the God of fire punishes with fire" - Rasulullah saw) -- think about this in context of chemical/nuclear weapons.

· Look at Umar ra entering Jeruselam vs. the Crusaders; the compassion in his 'conquering' vs. the savagery and cruelty of the Crusaders - to the extent that they ate the flesh of human beings (specifically in the town of al-Ma'arra) as their own historians relate.

· State Motto of New Hampshire:  "live free or die" -- this is what al-qitaal is - jihad is a cultural expression for this sentiment

· State Motto of Massachussettes: (on their flag, written in Latin): "We seek peace by the sword, and peace under liberty only."

· *WE* seek peace by peaceful means first - peace under liberty - but liberty cannot exist without justice.

· The word "jihad" has been hijacked by some for political motives

· At this time your discourse should be no more than this.

Q --What should we say when people ask about provocation for this attack?

· First, mention that the evidence is not conclusive, so we cannot speculate on any "reason" for this attack until we know who are guilty.

· Second, emphasize that it doesn't make a difference who is responsible - but that you, as a Muslim, want them brought to justice.

· Yes, there is resentment in the world for America because of it's global policies - but do not say "provoked", because it implies, at least subliminally, that this response is warranted.

· State Dept statistics from 1995-2000 show that 87% of terrorist attacks in the United States come from Latin America.. then Europe, then Asia, some in Africa.. the Middle East comes in last (percentage wise and in people killed)

· Why then is there such focus on Middle Eastern "Islamic" terrorism?

· Do not make any link or logical connection between foreign policy and this tragedy; because it implies that this some how "makes sense"

· We need to be very careful about the words we use and the implications they may have on Islam.

Q -- What should you do if you are a victim of harassment?

· Do not respond in kind, in anger -- but do not let it pass without being brought to the attention of the police, authorities and media.

· We are being tested, or we are being punished by Allah.  Either way, how do we as Muslims deal with this?  SURRENDER

· Use this as a way to connect our hearts with the generation of Rasulullah saw- the sahaba were persecuted for no reason but that they said "la illaha illa Allah" -- reminisce and reflect on what happened to them.

· Am I one of the *chosen* to suffer for this deen?

· Sa'ad ibn Ubaada al-Ansari - a mob tied his hands together, tied his hands to his neck - and he was dragged by his hair in the streets of Makkah.  (picture this!  picture him in the street like this, this mob surrounding him, screaming.. and he had harmed *no one* - this only because he professed that Islam was the truth.)

· Imagine Sumaya (and her husband Yasir) - stripped, tied spread eagled on the desert ground, humiliated, tortured.  Did she complain?  Imagine her tawakkul -- this, the first shaheeda - granted JANNAH.

· Ask Allah for 'aaffiya [sparing, protection, security] - but if trial comes - Alhamdulillah.  Ask for sabr, strength, and that this is a hassanah and sacrifice fisabiliLlah.

· Think.. what are we sacrificing relative to what other people sacrificed?

· We are people with a message, bearers of a divine message that is greater than me, as one person.  

· We talk about daawah, we talk about sacrifice; now, here it is.

· Everyone is tested, in one way or another; and it could be a rahma for us.

· Story of a salih woman that married a salih man, who were happy together.  One day, the woman said, I want to divorce you, take me back to my people.  He was amazed -- questioned her, but she insisted.  He then placed her on a donkey and began to lead it to her home… and on the way, he stumbled and fell.

· She then said, ‘alhamdulillah, let’s go back home.’  He questioned her; she said– “A mu’min is always tried.  Living with you, I saw you not once fall sick or troubled by calamity; so I doubted your eman.”  

· Trial are part of the life of a Mu’min.

· Know that the way to Jannah is surrounded by makarrah [difficulties] and the way to Hell is surrounded by shahawaat [ease and passions].

· Act intelligently, rationally, and carefully – but know that whatever befalls you is within the knowledge and decree of Allah, and this is part of Tawheed ar Rububiyyah.

· Get yourself ready for long term patience and struggle – it is a *struggle* not to respond back when people are hostile towards you.. but remember the words of Rasulullah saw: "The wrestler is the one who wrestles down his own self in moments of anger."

If you have the courage to fight physically, learn to restrain yourself verbally.

wAllahu 'alam.  Audhu billahi an udhakiruka bihi wa ansah.  

========> QURAN <==========
* O you who believe! stand out firmly for justice, as witnesses to God, even against yourselves, or your parents, or your kin, and whether it be against rich or poor: for God can best protect both. Follow not the desires (of your hearts), lest you swerve, and if you distort justice, or decline to do justice, verily Allah is well- acquainted with all that ye do.  – 4:135

* O you who believe! stand firmly for God, as witnesses to fair dealing, and let not the hatred of others to you make you swerve to wrong and depart from justice. Be just: that is next to piety: and fear God. For God is well-acquainted with all that you do. –- 5:8

* Say: ‘Come, I will rehearse what God has prohibited you from’: Join not anything with Him; be good to your parents; kill not your children on a plea of want;- (For God provides) sustenance for you and for them;- come not near to indecent deeds, whether open or in secret; take not life, which God has made sacred, except by way of justice and law: thus does He command you, that you may learn wisdom. –- 6:151

* Nor take life - which Allah has made sacred - except for just cause. And if anyone is slain wrongfully, we have given his heir authority (to demand retribution or to forgive): but let him nor exceed bounds in the matter of taking life; for he is helped (by the Law). –17:33

* Say, My Lord has commanded justice; and that you set your whole selves (in devotion to Him) at every time and place of prayer, and call upon Him, making your devotion sincere: such as He created you in the beginning, so shall ye return.  Some He has guided: Others have deserved the loss of their way; in that they took the Satans, in preference to God, for their friends and protectors, and think that they receive guidance.  – 7:29-30

* God commands justice, the doing of good, and giving to kith and kin, and He forbids all indecent deeds, and evil and rebellion: He instructs you, that you may receive admonition.  –16:90

* There is no compulsion in religion. The right path is indeed clear from the wrong. 2:256

* Be quick in the race for forgiveness from your Lord, and for a Garden whose width is that (of the whole) of the heavens and of the earth, prepared for the righteous,- those who spend freely, whether in prosperity, or in adversity; who restrain anger, and pardon all men;- for God loves those who do good.  --3:133-134 ( this is what a Muslim is!!

* ..those who show patience (firmness and self-control); who are true (in word and deed); who worship devoutly; who spend (in charity); and who pray for forgiveness in the early hours of the morning.  – 3:17  ( this is what a Muslim is!!

* By time, through the ages; indeed mankind is in loss; except such as have Faith, and do good deeds, and (join together) in the mutual teaching of Truth, and of Patience and Constancy. 

* For God loves those who are just. 60:8 

* ...If anyone killed a person (not in retaliation for murder or to spread mischief in the land) it would be as if he killed the whole of mankind. And (likewise) if anyone saved a life, it would be as if he saved the whole of mankind -- 5:32 

=====>HADEETH<=====
* Narrated Anas: The Prophet was asked about the great sins, and he said, "They are:-- (1) To join others in worship with God, (2) To be undutiful to one's parents. (3) To kill a person (which God has forbidden to kill) (i.e. to commit the crime of murdering). (4) And to give a false witness." ------- 

* Narrated Ibn 'Umar: During some of the battles of the blessed Prophet, a woman was found killed, so Prophet Muhammad forbade the killing of women and children. 

* Narrated 'Abdullah bin 'Amr: The Prophet said, “Whoever kills a person having a treaty with the Muslims, shall not smell the smell of Heaven though its smell is perceived from a distance of forty years."

* The first cases to be adjudicated between people on the Day of Judgment will be those of bloodshed.

1.6 billion Muslims worldwide

7 million Muslims in North America

Fastest growing religion in the US and the world

* The terrorist attacks were un-Islamic, vicious, and cowardly. 

* No political cause could ever be assisted by such immoral acts. 

* Many American Muslims are fearful for their personal safety. They feel that harm could result from generalizations and stereotypes of their faith. 

* An untold number of American Muslims were killed in the World Trade Center attacks. Their families have been devastated like the families of other victims. 

* There are hundreds of Muslim doctors and medical health professionals in New York and Washington fighting to save the lives of victims. 

* American Muslim families are offering their assistance as they join in solidarity with all Americans for the swift apprehension and punishment of the perpetrators. 

* Muslim mosques and charities are donating blood and raising funds to help those in need. 

* All major Islamic organizations in the U.S. have strongly condemned the attacks. 

* Media terms such as "Islamic terrorists" and "Moslem fundamentalists" link a world religion with crimes of terror. This can, and will lead to irrational acts of violence against innocent citizens. 

* National Muslim organizations like CAIR and the Canadian Muslim Civil Liberties Association (CMCLA) have already received incidents of anti-Muslim attacks. For example, a Mosque in Irving, Texas was shot at, a former Montreal Mosque was firebombed, an arsonist tried to burn down a mosque in Ontario, a Muslim bookstore in Virginia was vandalized and a schoolbus full of Muslim children was stoned in Australia. 

* Media professionals should exercise restraint in using inflammatory language that would pin the blame on any faith or ethnic group. 

Yusuf Al-Qardawi – renowned Muslim Scholar:

“Islam, the religion of tolerance, holds the human soul in high esteem, and considers the attack against innocent human beings a grave sin, this is backed by the Qur'anic verse which reads:
Who so ever kills a human being for other than manslaughter or corruption in the earth, it shall be as if he has killed all mankind, and who so ever saves the life of one, it shall be as if he had saved the life of all mankind, (Al-Ma'dah:32).
The Prophet, peace and blessings be upon him, is reported to have said, 'A believer remains within the scope of his religion as long as he doesn't kill another person illegally',

The Prophet, peace and blessings be upon him, is reported to have stated that a woman was qualified to enter Hell because of the cat she locked up to death.
"If such is the ruling applied in protecting animals, no doubt, aggression against human beings, a fortiori, deserves greater protection, for human beings are honored by Allah Almighty and are His vicegerents on earth," he added.
"I categorically go against a committed Muslim's embarking on such attacks. Islam never allows a Muslim to kill the innocent and the helpless.
"If such attacks were carried out by a Muslim - as some biased groups claim - then we, in the name of our religion, deny the act and incriminate the perpetrator. We do confirm that the aggressor deserves the deterrent punishment irrespective of his religion, race or gender," he added.
"What we warn against, even if becomes a reality, is to hold a whole nation accountable for a crime carried out by a limited number of people or to characterize a certain religion as a faith giving support to violence and terrorism," Qaradawi said.


Statement from Muhammad Ali:

"I am a Muslim. I am an American. As an American Muslim, I want to express my deep sadness and anguish at the tremendous loss of life that occurred on Tuesday.
Islam is a religion of peace. Islam does not promote terrorism or the killing of people.
I cannot sit by and let the world think that Islam is a killing religion. It hurts me to see what radical people are doing in the name of Islam. These radicals are doing things that God is against. Muslims do not believe in violence.
If the culprits are Muslim, they have twisted the teachings of Islam. Whoever performed, or is behind, the terrorist attacks in the United States of America does not represent Islam. God is not behind assassins. Anyone involved in this must pay for their evil.
I pray that God blesses the people and families of those who were killed, and our great country." 


Statement from Yusuf Islam (Cat Stevens):

“I wish to express my heartfelt horror at the indiscriminate terrorist attacks committed against innocent people of the United States yesterday. 

While it is still not clear who carried out the attacks, it must be stated that no right thinking follower of Islam could possibly condone such an action: the Qur'an equates the murder of one innocent person with the murder of the whole of humanity. 

We pray for the families of all those who lost their lives in this unthinkable act of violence as well as all those injured; I hope to reflect the feelings of all Muslims and people around the world whose sympathies go out to the victims at this sorrowful moment.”
 

625 REPORTED ANTI-MUSLIM INCIDENTS NATION WIDE (source CAIR)

·  Six bullets shattered a mosque window in Irving, in suburban Texas near Dallas

· Pig Blood thrown at mosque doorstep in San Francisco

· Police turned back 300 marchers trying to march on a mosque outside Chicago

· "I'm proud to be American and I hate Arabs and I always have," said 19-year-old Colin Zaremb" "One girl said she was sure 95 percent of Arabs were terrorists," Ehab Odeh, 18, said.   

· 4 bricks thrown into Islamic Bookstore with hate messages attached in Alexandria, VA

· Islamic centres and mosques vandalised and defaced with graffiti - "Kill all Arabs", "Go back to your own country"  -- In Miami and Fort Lauderdale

· Sikh from Queens beaten with a baseball bat; others shot at with paint-ball gun

· California man attacked an Indian taxicab driver and tore out part of the man's beard as he accused the driver of being a terrorist. – outside Seattle

· A 53-year-old poured gasoline on a Seattle mosque near Northgate, pointed a gun at members of the mosque, then crashed his car as he attempted to flee

· Police removed placards saying "Kill all Arab terrorists" at the Arab American Action Network in DC and staff reports passing drivers shouting "baby killers" and other insults

· Authorities arrested a man who allegedly made an anti-Arab threat and pointed a handgun at a gas station employee in Suffolk County, NY

· Hate messages and insults were left on the answering machine of the Manassas Mosque in Virginia

· Motorists made obscene gestures outside the Islamic Society of Greater Oklahoma City

· Man used a 2-foot-long machete to attack a gas station attendant he thought was of Arab descent, police said in Chicago

· A school bus carrying Muslim children was stoned, vandals tried to set fire to a Lebanese church in Brisbane, Australia

· Kubursi said five school students with “Arabic-sounding” names were assaulted in Oakville, Ontario by schoolmates

· Montreal mosque firebombed Tuesday night

· Office of the American-Arab Anti-Discrimination Committee received seven venomous calls since the attacks Tuesday.  In one, a man, his voice shaking with rage, said any sympathy he once felt for Middle Easterners was gone. "I hope you all die and burn in hell," he screamed. 

· More updated list at http://www.jannah.org/muslimvictims.html



STORY of ONE MUSLIM SURVIVOR

My name is Usman Farman and I graduated from Bentley with a Finance degree last May. I am 21 years old, turning 22 in October; I am Pakistani, and I am Muslim. Until September 10th 2001, I used to work at the World Trade Center in building #7. I had friends and acquaintances who worked in tower #1 right across from me. Some made it out, and some are still unaccounted for. I survived this horrible event. 

Id like to share with you what I went through that awful day, with the hopes that we can all stay strong together; through this tragedy of yet untold proportions. As I found out, regardless of who we are, and where we come from, we only have each other. 

I commute into the city every morning on the train from New Jersey. Rather, I used to. I still cant believe what is happening. That morning I woke up and crawled out of bed. I was thinking about flaking out on the train and catching the late one, I remember telling myself that I just had to get to work on time. I ended up catching the 7:48 train, which put me in Hoboken at 8:20 am. When I got there I thought about getting something to eat, I decided against it and took the PATH train to the World Trade Center. I arrived at the World Trade at 8:40 in the morning. I walked into the lobby of building 7 at 8:45, thats when the first plane hit. 

Had I taken the late train, or gotten a bite to eat, I would have been 5 minutes late and walking over the crosswalk. Had that happened, I would have been caught under a rain of fire and debris, I wouldnt be here talking to you. Id be dead. 

I was in the lobby, and I heard the first explosion; it didnt register. They were doing construction outside and I thought some scaffolding had fallen. I took the elevators up to my office on the 27th floor. When I walked in, the whole place was empty. There were no alarms, no sprinklers, nothing. Our offices are, or rather, were on the south side of building seven. We were close enough to the North and South Towers, that I could literally throw a stone from my window and hit the North tower with it. 

My phone rang and I spoke with my mother and told her that I was leaving, at that moment I saw an explosion rip out of the second building. I called my friend in Boston, waking her up and told her to tell everyone Im okay, and that I was leaving. I looked down one last time and saw the square and fountain that I eat lunch in, was covered in smoldering debris. Apparently, I was one of the last to leave my building, when I was on the way up in the elevators; my co-workers from the office were in the stairwells coming down. When I evacuated, there was no panic. People were calm and helping eachother; a pregnant woman was being carried down the stairwell. 

Ill spare the more gruesome details of what I saw, those are things that no-one should ever have to see, and beyond human decency to describe. Those are things which will haunt me for the rest of my life, my heart goes out to everyone who lost their lives that day, and those who survived with the painful reminders of what once was. Acquaintences of mine who made it out of the towers, only got out because 1000 people formed a human chain to find their way out of the smoke. Everyone was a hero that day. 

We were evacuated to the north side of building 7. Still only 1 block from the towers. The security people told us to go north and not to look back. 5 city blocks later I stopped and turned around to watch. With a thousand people staring, we saw in shock as the first tower collapsed. No-one could believe it was happening, it is still all too-surreal to imagine. The next thing I remember is that a dark cloud of glass and debris about 50 stories high came tumbling towards us. I turned around and ran as fast as possible. I didnt realize until yesterday that the reason Im still feeling so sore was that I fell down trying to get away. What happened next is why I came here to give this speech. 

I was on my back, facing this massive cloud that was approaching, it must have been 600 feet off, everything was already dark. I normally wear a pendant around my neck, inscribed with an Arabic prayer for safety; similar to the cross. A hesidic Jewish man came up to me and held the pendant in his hand, and looked at it. He read the Arabic out loud for a second. What he said next, I will never forget. With a deep Brooklyn accent he said Brother, if you dont mind, there is a cloud of glass coming at us, grab my hand, lets get the hell out of here. He helped me stand up, and we ran for what seemed like forever without looking back. He was the last person I would ever have thought, who would help me. If it werent for him, I probably would have been engulfed in shattered glass and debris. 

I finally stopped about 20 blocks away, and looked in horror as tower #2 came crashing down. Fear came over me as I realized that some people were evacuated to the streets below the towers. Like I said before, no-one could have thought those buildings could collapse. We turned around and in shock and disbelief and began the trek to midtown. It took me 3 hours to get to my sisters office at 3 avenue and 47th street. Some streets were completely deserted, completely quiet, no cars, no nothing just the distant wail of sirens. I managed to call home and say I was okay, and get in touch with co-workers and friends whom I feared were lost. 

We managed to get a ride to new jersey. Looking back as I crossed the George Washington Bridge, I could not see the towers. It had really happened. 

As the world continues to reel from this tragedy, people in the streets are lashing out. Not far from my home, a Pakistani woman was run over on purpose as she was crossing the parking lot to put groceries in her car. Her only fault? That she had her head covered and was wearing the traditional clothing of my homeland. I am afraid for my familys well-being within our community. My older sister is too scared to take the subway into work now. My 8 year old sisters school is under lockdown and armed watch by police. 

Violence only begets violence, and by lashing out at each other in fear and hatred, we will become no better than the faceless cowards who committed this atrocity. If it werent for that man who helped me get up, I would most likely be in the hospital right now, if not dead. Help came from the least expected place, and goes only to show, that we are all in this together regardless of race, religion, or ethnicity. Those are principles that this country was founded on. 

Please take a moment to look at the people sitting around you. Friends or strangers, In a time of crisis, you would want the nearest person to help you if you needed it. My help came from a man who I would never have thought would normally even speak to me. Ask yourselves now how you can help those people in New York and Washington. You can donate blood, you can send clothing, food, and money. Funds have been setup in the New York area to help the families of fallen firefighters, policemen, and emergency personnel. The one thing that wont help, is if we fight amongst ourselves, because it is then that we are doing exactly what they want us to do, and I know that nobody here wants to do that. 

My name is Usman Farman and I graduated from Bentley with a Finance degree last May. I am 21 years old, turning 22 in October; I am Pakistani, and I am Muslim, and I too have been victimized by this awful tragedy. The next time you feel angry about this, and perhaps want to retaliate in your own way, please remember these words: 

Brother, if you dont mind, there is a cloud of glass coming at us, grab my hand, lets get the hell out of here. 

